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There is not a final stage at ASRs fa-

mous Emitter II's amp. However even

more consequence. Where is the last

stage of development until today of

the amplifier legend?

With the last consequence

Die großen Netzteilgehäuse sind
gut gefüllt. Links die sich vollautomatisch

steuernde Akkubatterie für die Eingangsstufe,
rechts der mit zwei fetten Trafos nebst Kondensatorarmada

bestückte Powerblock eines Endverstärkerkanals. Mehr Aufwand
geht nicht

sor keep watch and makes sure that this
“high power-amplifier” doesn’t break
away.

I would like to reborn as a spea-
ker in my next life to connect on
an Emitter II Exclusive with
battery power supply. Then he
would message my mem-
branes with his strong and
smooth power, put me into
controlled ecstasies and
show me the way to unmis-
takable happiness.

This was a joke - but it’s
the best self realization for
a box at this giant-amplifier.

Slow, or simply laid-

back?

And all without any
hectic! Even the ASR runs
quickly around heavy dynamic corners
and shakes high impulses from the tran-
sistors, he keeps a cool and laid-back
sound.  Where other amps at ambitious
levels are rushing bashful and almost in
panic through the music, it seems that the
Emitter enjoyed the parforce ride and he
flogged – pardon – motivated the spea-
kers.

„Und? Weidä!“ how to say in Hessen.
Long time the reputation of the big Emit-
ter was slowness. “They have too much
power to run”,  has often been said. I ha-
ve always asked myself and wondered if
it is really true, or only the result of the
extreme composure of this family of
amplifiers.

In no situation the Emitter is over-
loaded and he spreads out the music
very relaxed. And all undistorted. I
think that the increasing dis-
tortion-factor of other

amps, which seems to be supposedly fas-
ter, is responsible for this effect.

At the same time stress and inner ten-
seness will give the impression of hectic
to the listener that there is scary happe-
ning between the front speakers True in-
deed, as something goes like topsy-turvy.
Not so with the ASR. He holds on an im-

mo-
vable

arrange-
ment, imple-

mented string
cracks with effee like a flash, and con-
trols his pleasing outstanding bass.

This is the award of the long matura-
tion period of the Emitter II and its  con-
sequence to the smallest details inside.
So he is fit for the next 27 years!

Der einzige Voll-
verstärker, der einem Emitter II das
Wasser reichen kann, ist Krells riesiger FBI
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Die doppelseitige Platine hat seit 2007 eine Gold-
auflage. Signale werden mit Reinsilberkabeln und

ohne Kondensatoren geführt 

written by Matthias Böde

Time to reach the final point of de-
velopment  - but he had enough. No
other amplifier had such a long pro-

duction period as the Emitter II of the
Herborner ASR company. But like the
sixth generation of the automobile VW
Golf, the powerfulamplifier, whose va-
riant is reviewed here, was constantly de-
veloped and optimized since its concep-
tion in 1982.

Maybe even the chief developer of the
ASR Emitter Friedrich Schaefer himself
sometimes lost the overview of all the
different versions and modification sta-
ges of his giant. 

In issue 11/98 STEREO already had
three versions of the Emitter II compa-
red directly.  To this occasion more than
300 kilograms Amplifier were present.
My spinal column and my bvack still re-
member with horror.  But diversity and
mass are constantly in the ASR program.

Indeed Schaefer has now a straight li-
ne his concept.

Today the series starts with the Emit-
ter I for 5800,- € and close up to the top
model Emitter II exclusive. The price for

the top model starts at 8.500,- €. With
upgraded external power supplies, power
filters and increased buffer capacity the
noble "Exclusive" - variant costs at least
11.200€.  Who still even has not enough
Emitter, can by a outsourced

battery-station for the input-stage for
a price of 13.600,- € But like at Volks-
wagen the equipment list includes a lot
of optional extras:  from the
MM/MC plug-in phono board
(300,- €) over additional con-
nections – for example a sub-
woofer output for 140,- € - or
WBT-speaker-output-
connectors (4 pcs for 220,- €)
– to optical special requests.

In short, our test-Emitter
with chrome heatsinks (2.500,- €) costs
16.100,- €. That is a lot of money. Ho-
wever you will not be able to find any
comparable and favourable price-
weight-relation. All together are standing
135 kilograms in the rack.

These is divided into the actual, with
the typical thick acrylic plate covered
amplifier, the both big power supplies for
the right and left channel which keep

away vibrations and leakage field from
the amplifier, and also in same size in-
cluded battery power supply.

This quartet is brilliant!

2000 VA-transformer power – for

each channel

If you open the power supplies the re-
spect grows: You will see two 700 VA

PM (Philbert-Mantelschnitt)-
transformers ready for power
attacks to each channel – one
for each half-wave. 

Makes 4.000 VA pulse-
power all together for the
complete amplifier. On each
of the big, heavy ribbed heat-
sinks are two times 5 Mosfet-

power-transistors. Additionally in the ex-
ternal power supply is a 72 VA transfor-
mer for input-stage and control-circuit. 

The input-stage is just a level-control,
because the Emitter is actually an “am-
plifier with volume control” as the ma-

STICHWORT
Vibrationen/Felder:
Auch hochwertige
Trafos vibrieren mit
50 Hertz Netzfre-
quenz und können
elektromagnetische
Felder emittieren.

nufacture points out.
Nevertheless Mr. Schaefer knows that

every distortion at the input signal is
highly amplified in the following stages
and may can influence them, what may
cause a bad sound quality. For this rea-
son the input-stage is disconnected
through the battery-power supply com-
pletely from the mains supply to avoid
interferences. Six batteries, each 6
Volt/12 Ah serve the input-stage tract for
several days. In standby or OFF the bat-
teries are  loaded automatically. In power
on level 1 or 2 the battery power supply
disconnected completely

from the mains supply automatically.
As in the power supplies the colored
LED´s  indicate the operating conditions.
Who the extremely extensive and detai-
led Emitter manual studies  - this verb is
chosen with care – remains informed of
all functions. 

The current flow through thick cable
into the unit, and there specifically and
absolutely secure Harting-connector are
take care of connection. The total capa-
city of all the capacitors amounts to - at-
tention - 1.4 Farad. Is this a word!?

The ASR has a power saving mo-

de

There is no way to compare an Emit-
ter II with a conventional amplifier
Everything here is some
numbers
bigger. To
save spa-
ce in the
living
room ,
one reader
– witch we
recently visi-
ted -  had ba-
nished all
power supplies
into his base-
ment-room bene-
ath his living-room
and led the cable
through a hole in the
bottom to the ampli-
fier. 

Is okay, if everything
is correctly connected,

you can forget the power-trio. Then use
only the left switch, who switches the
amplifier from OFF to STANDBY and
into two power modes. If you enjoy quiet
music, switch it to “1” – so the amplifier

is running in power saving mode.
If you turn the big level control

knob located above the excellent il-
luminated letters past “35”, or do
this with the help of the noble, ma-
de from artificial stone remote
control, the amplifier had ac-
cess to the full power. Cer-
tainly you also could provide
this from the position “2”.
Then the ASR stays in high
power mode with a big
current budget even he is
running below “35”.
What otherwise hap-
pens automatically. 

With the right
knob you can se-
lect the relay
switched inputs.
On the back
plate there is a
set of anti-
skidding ca-

ble terminals
for connection.

A micro-proces-

TEST-CDs

P. ROMERO: FLAMENCO
Wenn die Tänzer zur Gitarre kräftig
auf den Holzfußboden stampfen, er-
zittert der Raum. Eine-Top-Aufnah -

me mit neuem K2 HD-Mastering, die an Echtheit und
anspringender Dynamik kaum zu überbieten ist.

G. MAHLER: SINFONIE NR.6
Ungemein räumliche, feingliedrige
und plastische Orchestereinspielung
des auf höchste Klangqualität ge-

polten Acousence-Labels. Die dynamische Spann-
weite und natürliche Farbigkeit setzen Maßstäbe.

KOMPONENTEN DER TESTANLAGE

(SA)CD-SPIELER: Accuphase DP-700, Esoteric X-01
D2, Lindemann 820S, Nagra CDC

VOLLVERSTÄRKER: Krell FBI (r.)

VOR-/ENDST.: Thorens TEP 3800/Soulution 710

LAUTSPRECHER: Ayon GyrFalcon, Dynaudio 
Evidence Temptation, MBL 116

RACK/BASEN: Finite Elemente Pagode Reference

KABEL: HMS Gran Finale Jubilee, Lindemann
„Kind of Blue“, Mudra Silvercom, Silent Wire 16

ASR EMITTER II EXCL. AKKU

from €13600 (retail 
Price in Germany)

Maße: 57x23x44 cm (BxHxT)
Garantie: 3 Jahre

Vertrieb: ASR Audio Systeme
Tel.: 02772/42905, www.asraudio.de

Was soll man sagen? Nach gut 25 Jahren
Emitter-Geschichte ist dieser Amp erst recht
in Top-Form. Eine unendliche Zahl von Modi-
fikationen und Verbesserungen haben zu ei-
nem extremen Grad der Reife geführt. Ein
Emitter II Exclusive Akku lehrt auch teure, auf-
wändige Amp-Kombis das Fürchten.

L A B O R

Für die Galerie: 307 Watt sinus an acht Ohm,
550 Watt an vier – pro Kanal natürlich. Für
Impulse stellt der ASR an vier Ohm kurzzei-
tig 2x657 Watt bereit. Mit 7,8 Milliohm er-
reicht die Endstufe den niedrigsten jemals
von STEREO gemessenen Ausgangswider-
stand. Der Wert steht für die optimale Kon-
trolle des Lautsprechers. Das Tier zügelt sei-
ne Energie: Die Störabstände von 103 und 86
Dezibel A (5W/50 mW) sind für einen Amp
dieser Leistungsklasse fantastisch. Ein hohes
Maß an Zurückhaltung beweisen auch die
Verzerrungswerte: Von 50 Milliwatt bis 1 dB
unter Vollaussteuerung schwankt der Klirr-
faktor zwischen 0,001 und 0,04 Prozent. Mit
0,004 und 0,15 Prozent sind die Intermodula-
tionen kaum schlechter. Der Kanalfehler der
elektronischen Lautstärkeregelung liegt typi-
scherweise unterhalb von 0,1 dB, und die Ka-
naltrennung beträgt hohe 67 dB, was eine
räumliche Wiedergabe ermöglicht. Die obe-
re Grenzfrequenz liegt jenseits von 110 Kilo-
hertz, was die „schnelle“ Schaltung belegt.
Die Übersprechdämpfung zwischen den Ein-
gängen haben wir mit 89 dB ermittelt. Im
Leerlauf „zieht“ der Amp 118, in Standby 24
Watt aus dem Netz.

A U S S T A T T U N G

Standard sind sechs Hochpegel-Cinch-Ein-
gänge und zwei Tape-Ausgänge. Auf Wunsch
gibt’s bis zu zwei XLR-Inputs. „Direkt“-Ein-
gang ohne Relais. Über ein Menü lässt sich
die Helligkeit des Displays einstellen, sind
die Eingänge vorpegelbar, kann man die Ba-
lance justieren, flinke Schutzschaltung, Fern-
bedienung, zahlreiche Ausstattungsoptionen.

100%

SEHR GUT
Die Fernbedienung aus Kunststein
bietet auch Zugang zu den Menü-
Einstellungen

Emitter_0409-Englisch-internet.qxp:STEREO  03.06.2009  15:24 Uhr  Seite 42


